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at the Department of Justice Office of 
Legal Counsel; and Adam Klein, nomi-
nated to be chair, who is a fellow at the 
Center for New American Security. 

I have concerns about some of the 
policy perspectives the Republican 
nominees hold. In this case, however, a 
functioning PCLOB with board mem-
bers who listen to dissenting views is 
better than the status quo, where the 
five-member board has only one mem-
ber. The PCLOB has been dormant for 
most of the current administration and 
regrettably—and in contrary to its 
statutory mission—has not made all of 
its previously investigated and written 
reports public. I look forward to work-
ing with the new board members to re-
turning the PCLOB to its core mission 
of public oversight of classified pro-
grams. 

Additionally, I am particularly 
grateful for Professor Felten’s con-
firmation. The presence of a true pub-
lic servant technologist on the PCLOB 
will hopefully raise awareness and un-
derstanding surrounding controversial 
surveillance programs that use ad-
vanced technology. 

In the coming weeks and months, I 
will be working with the new board 
members on the critical issues of pri-
vacy, security, and secret interpreta-
tions of public law. It is my sincere 
hope that the new members share my 
deeply held belief that the government 
should not have classified interpreta-
tions of public laws that cause the pro-
grams to operate differently than the 
public understands. 

f 

S. 3021 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, 
the passage of the bipartisan America’s 
Water Infrastructure Act, more com-
monly called the 2018 WRDA bill, is 
celebrated by a wide spectrum of sup-
porters, including environmental orga-
nizations, national associations rep-
resenting cities and counties, and 
water and coastal business associa-
tions. 

I would like to commend the chair-
man, the ranking member, and the 
staff of the Environment and Public 
Works Committee for their hard work 
on this bill. I appreciate their consider-
ation of my requests and their willing-
ness to work with my staff in ensuring 
Rhode Island’s needs are well rep-
resented in the final WRDA bill. 

In particular, the American Water 
Infrastructure Act includes my provi-
sion directing the Army Corps of Engi-
neers to study the resiliency of harbors 
of refuge and hurricane barriers in the 
North Atlantic, like the Fox Point 
Hurricane Barrier in Providence, that 
are under threat from rising sea levels 
and stronger storm surge. Though they 
may be able to endure current condi-
tions, extra feet of sea level rise cou-
pled with stronger storm surges will 
overpower the capabilities of many of 
these structures. We need to get ahead 
of these consequences of climate 
change and protect our coastal commu-

nities, instead of waiting for these bar-
riers to fail and imperil coastal homes 
and businesses. 

As oceans overtake our coastal infra-
structure, we will also need to look to 
new and innovative building materials 
and techniques that can endure corro-
sive saltwater and other harsh environ-
mental conditions. This WRDA bill 
also includes my provision requiring 
the Corps to submit a report to Con-
gress summarizing its research and in-
vestments in innovative materials, like 
Rhode Island-created composites, in- 
water infrastructure projects, and rec-
ommend in which Army Corps projects 
those materials could be used. 

This year’s WRDA bill also instructs 
the Corps to study the extent to which 
it has made use of its authority to 
clean up waterways littered with ma-
rine debris, like the deteriorating 
wooden pilings in the Providence 
River. It also expedites the completion 
of important projects and studies in 
Rhode Island, like the Providence 
River dredging project, Pawcatuck 
coastal risk management study, and 
the Rhode Island historical structure 
flood hazard vulnerability assessment 
that will bolster Rhode Island’s coastal 
economy and prepare it for future con-
ditions. 

Overall, the bill does well to give spe-
cial consideration to coastal commu-
nities, also requiring the Corps to con-
sider natural infrastructure solutions 
to flood and storm damage risk reduc-
tion projects, prioritize coastal erosion 
mitigation projects in New England, 
and assess coastal resiliency needs for 
the Great Lakes. Though only 17 per-
cent of total land area, the United 
States’ coastal counties are home to 
over half of the U.S. population and 
were responsible for 48 percent of the 
country’s GDP in 2017. Investing in our 
coasts is an investment in the well- 
being of the entire country’s economy. 

I am also grateful this bill includes a 
focus on our water infrastructure. In 
addition to reauthorizing the Drinking 
Water State Revolving Fund and 
WIFIA programs, it also creates a new 
water financing opportunity that will 
better support water infrastructure 
projects in small-and medium-sized 
communities. I am, proud to be a co-
sponsor of the SRF WIN Act which cre-
ates this new program and thank Sen-
ators BOOZMAN and BOOKER for their 
leadership on this issue. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues, the Corps of Engineers, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, and 
Rhode Islanders as we move towards 
implementing this important infra-
structure bill. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, 
this week the Senate completed work 
on America’s Water Infrastructure Act 
of 2018, a new water resources develop-
ment bill that authorizes U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers civil works activi-
ties and drinking water and waste-
water infrastructure improvements. 

The legislation will invest in numer-
ous infrastructure projects in Mary-

land and across the country and in-
cludes funding to repair aging drinking 
water, wastewater, and irrigation sys-
tems, protect Americans from dan-
gerous floodwaters, and increase public 
participation and State funding flexi-
bility in local infrastructure projects. 

This bill rejects the Trump adminis-
tration’s proposed reclassification of 
the Poplar Island restoration project, 
which could imperil the progress of 
this national model for restoration suc-
cess located in Talbot County and ex-
tends the original 7-year authorization 
of the Mid-Bay Islands Ecosystem Res-
toration Project, focused on James and 
Barren Islands in Dorchester County, 
by an additional 3 years, to total 10 
years. 

To allow for greater involvement of 
local governments in project selection, 
the bill requires the Army Corps of En-
gineers to increase public participation 
by, at a minimum, holding annual pub-
lic meetings at the district level, pro-
viding information about the adminis-
tration’s budget requests, and allowing 
non-Federal interests the opportunity 
to collaborate and share in concept de-
velopment and decision making to 
solve problems. 

The bill also authorizes $8 million in 
new EPA grants through a Drinking 
Water System Infrastructure Resil-
ience and Sustainability Program for 
water systems that will assist in plan-
ning, design, construction, implemen-
tation, operation, or maintenance to 
improve resilience to natural hazards. 

I am pleased to support this bill, and 
I look forward to working with the 
Army Corps of Engineers to ensure 
more transparency in the process. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF BRETT 
KAVANAUGH 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today regarding remarks I made on Oc-
tober 5, 2018, on the nomination of 
Brett Kavanaugh. In reference to Jus-
tices O’Connor, Souter, and Kennedy, I 
misspoke and should have said that 
pro-choice groups opposed two of the 
nominations, not each. 

My remarks should have read, ‘‘Fur-
thermore, pro-choice groups vigorously 
opposed two of the Justices’ nomina-
tions.’’ 

f 

TAX REFORM 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as you 
may know, small businesses are thriv-
ing in one of the best economic cli-
mates that we have seen in several 
years. The National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business’s Small Business Op-
timism Index for August saw its high-
est reading ever over its 45-year his-
tory and the MetLife and Chamber of 
Commerce’s most recent quarterly 
Small Business Index found that a sub-
stantial majority of small business 
owners have a positive outlook of their 
business and of the overall economy. 

I believe that this uptick in small 
business confidence is due in large part 
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